
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Sarah VanSlette 

Department: Applied Communications Studies 

Email Address: svansle@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3090 

Campus Mail Box: 1772 

Number of available URCA Assistant Positions 

One funded student and one additional unfunded student. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

6 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

remote work, i.e. wherever the student has internet access 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students 

from these areas: -- Business, Marketing, Psychology, Sociology, Political Science 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

   My URCA will help me on public relations research having to do with the ways in which 

organizations use religious beliefs and advocacy to brand themselves or to serve as the core 

values of their business. Having recently coined the concept Corporate Religious Advocacy 

(CRA) and demonstrated how it differs from the well-studied Corporate Social Advocacy 

(CSA) framework, we aim to further explore how organizations, as persons, argue that they 

are protected by religious freedom to enact controversial and potentially discriminatory 

policies and actions. Such strategies and tactics make it difficult to challenge any corporate 

actions enacted under the auspices of the corporate person’s religious beliefs. Due to the 

ability of CRA to truncate discourse while simultaneously advancing an organization’s 

corporate social responsibility (CSR) agenda, the very new CRA (first piece published by me 

in 2021) needs a more detailed exploration and warrants its own study in conjunction with 

and separate from CSA. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

   Students will mostly be responsible for finding corporate case studies (online, in business 

or news databases) of businesses that use Corporate Religious Advocacy (some examples 

include Hobby Lobby and Chic-fil-A). They will create a digital archive/file of each business 

and the news coverage they received related to their CRA and the reputational/brand 

outcomes of their CRA. Under my guidance, and pending a review of their writing, I may 

also ask them to write brief case studies of the corporations they find and their CRA 

strategies. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

   They will have learned how to conduct online research on businesses, corporate 

communication, and corporate crises. They will have learned to organize their research 

findings digitally. They will have learned how to cite sources using APA style. They will have 

coauthored a research paper. 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

   The URCA may set their own hours. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 



   URCA may work remotely with internet access. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

   No 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

   None 


